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Figure 3.6-3
Land Use Within the Five TADs

in the Vicinity of Former Homestead AFB, 1994
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Figure 3.11-3
Seagrass and Reef Habitats in the ROI
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DOT ACT
SECTION 4(F)

3.14-1 Final SEIS

3.14 DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION ACT SECTION 4(f) LANDS

3.14.1 Introduction

This section summarizes publicly owned lands subject to the provisions of Section 4(f) of the Department
of Transportation Act which may be affected by reuse of former Homestead AFB. Section 4(f) applies
exclusively to approvals of transportation projects by the U.S. Department of Transportation, including
any of its modal agencies such as the FAA. The FAA consults with the Department of the Interior on
Section 4(f) determinations. Section 4(f) does not apply to approvals by other federal agencies such as the
Air Force, nor to state or local approvals. It does not apply to projects that are not transportation projects,
including reuse alternatives for former Homestead AFB that do not require USDOT or FAA approval.

3.14.1.1 Resource Definition

Publicly owned lands subject to the provisions of Section 4(f) include public parks, recreation areas, and
wildlife and waterfowl refuges of national, state, or local significance. Land of historic sites of national,
state, or local significance are also subject to Section 4(f), whether the land is publicly owned or privately
owned. Any part of land subject to Section 4(f) is presumed to be significant unless the agency having
jurisdiction makes a statement of insignificance relative to the entire land.

3.14.1.2 Applicable Laws and Regulations

Department of Transportation Act (49 U.S.C., Subtitle I, Section 303). This act, commonly known as
DOT Section 4(f) or simply Section 4(f), mandates that special effort be made to preserve the natural
beauty of the countryside and public park and recreation lands, wildlife and waterfowl refuges, and
historic sites in implementing transportation projects. The Secretary of Transportation may approve a
transportation program or project requiring the use of lands protected under Section 4(f) only if (1) there
is no prudent and feasible alternative to using that land, and (2) the program or project includes all
possible planning to minimize harm to the affected land from the proposed use.

FAA Order 5050.4A, Airport Environmental Handbook. This order contains guidance on compliance with
Section 4(f) of the DOT Act.

Airport Noise Compatibility Planning (14 CFR, Subchapter I, Part 150). This regulation contains
compatible land use guidelines with respect to aircraft noise exposure that are relevant to most parks and
recreation areas and to historic sites. These guidelines are supplemented for wildlife refuges and for
national parks whose values and uses exceed common categories of park and recreational uses included in
the guidelines.

Federal Highway Administration/Federal Transit Administration Constructive Use Guidance under 23
CFR 771.135. The FAA uses Federal Highway Administration/Federal Transit Administration guidance
on constructive use to the extent relevant to FAA actions.

3.14.1.3 Region of Influence

The region of influence for Section 4(f) consideration is determined by the nature and extent of effects
from any proposed transportation use associated with reuse of the disposal property at former
Homestead AFB. The region of investigation (Figure 3.14-1) for characterizing the affected environment
is defined as including south Miami-Dade County (south of Eureka Drive), Biscayne and Everglades NPs,
Crocodile Lake NWR, Big Cypress National Preserve, Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary, John
Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park, Bill Baggs State Park, and Key Largo Hammocks State Botanical Site.
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The area of focus for identifying and assessing impacts to public parks, recreation areas, refuges, and
historic sites of local significance is comprised of the five Transportation Analysis Districts encompassing
and surrounding former Homestead AFB.

3.14.2 Existing Environment

Section 3.6 of this SEIS provides detailed descriptions of the parks and refuges of national significance
considered for the Section 4(f) analysis, including the two national parks, Crocodile Lakes NWR, Big
Cypress National Preserve, and Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary. John Pennekamp and Bill
Baggs State Parks are also described in Section 3.6 as parks of state significance. That section discusses
the values and management goals that each area’s agency of jurisdiction has placed on the resources of
the area. In addition to their recreation value, each of those areas contains and supports various important
physical and biological resources identified for preservation in the agencies’ management objectives.
Physical resources include air quality, discussed in Section 3.8, and water resources, discussed in
Section 3.10. The biological resources, including threatened, endangered, and other species of concern,
are described in Section 3.11. These national and state parks and refuges are shown on Figure 3.14-1.

While nature is a principal value in the national parks, refuges, and preserves in the ROI, the local parks
and recreation areas in the vicinity of former Homestead AFB can be generally characterized as urban or
suburban parks for the use and enjoyment of nearby residents. Figure 3.14-2 depicts local parks within
the five TADs that include and surround the former base. There are no designated federal, state, or local
wildlife or waterfowl refuges within the five TADs surrounding former Homestead AFB.

Historic resources are discussed in detail in Section 3.12. Figure 3.14-3 shows the location of historic
sites in the five TADs. The sites and their status relative to eligibility to the National Register or local
register are listed in Table 3.14-1. Several of the sites are not independently eligible for listing on the
National Register but are potential contributors to a National Register district.

In comments on the Draft SEIS, South Florida Water Management District submitted additional
information on areas that it owns and manages in the vicinity of the region of influence for Homestead.
These areas, described in Section 3.6, include the Southern Glades Wildlife and Environmental Area,
Model Lands Basin, and Frog Pond/L31N Transition Lands. They were acquired for protection under the
Save Our Rivers program because of their environmental sensitivity. They are not officially designated as
public parks or wildlife refuges and do not specifically function as such. However, the Southern Glades
and Model Lands Basin provide a wildlife corridor between the national parks and refuge, and the
Southern Glades and Frog Pond/L31N Transition Lands allow various public recreational uses to the
extent appropriate to the environmental sensitivity of the areas. While the applicability of DOT
Section 4(f) to these SFWMD lands is uncertain, the FAA has included them within its 4(f) evaluation in
Section 4.14.

3.14.3 Projected Baseline Environment

A portion of former Homestead AFB has been transferred to Miami-Dade County for a regional park (see
Figure 3.14-2). The regional park is expected to be developed over the next 10 years and eventually
provide a variety of recreational opportunities for residents in south Miami-Dade County, including
playgrounds, picnic facilities, ball fields, and a stadium.
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Table 3.14-1.  Historic Sites in the Vicinity of Former Homestead AFB

Site Name Year
Built Use Status

107 Lucy Street c1910 Private residence Likely eligible for local register
1320 Old Dixie Highway c1910 Private residence Likely eligible for local register
15800 SW 272nd Street c1940 Private residence Eligible for local register
167 NW 16th Street c1930 Private residence Likely eligible for local register
17201 SW 296th Street c1913 Private residence Eligible for local register
1780 North Krome Avenue 1924 Private residence Potential NR eligible
19201 SW 288th Street c1939 Private residence Eligible for local register
25900 SW 137th Avenue c1930 Private residence Eligible for local register
26549 SW 147th Avenue Locally listed in Homestead
27200 SW 157th Avenue c1929 Private residence Eligible for local register
28800 SW 192nd Avenue c1937 Private residence Eligible for local register
327 SW 2nd Street c1930 Private residence Eligible for local register
680 NW 14th Street c1936 Private residence Eligible for local register
94 NW 5th Street 1914 Private residence Likely eligible for local register
Acheson Residence c1922 Private residence Eligible for local register
Barnes, Anita House 1924 Private residence Likely eligible for local register
Bird House 1937 Private residence Eligible for local register
Blockhus, Carlyle House c1920 Private residence Likely eligible for local register
Bow, Lily Lawrence Library 1938 Library NR eligible
Burton Chapel, First Presbyterian Church Locally listed in Homestead
Burton, Joe House 1925 Private residence Likely eligible for local register
Campbell, Doris L. & Vovis, Donna R. House 1925 Private residence Likely eligible for local register
Campbell, Ruth House 1925 Private residence Likely eligible for local register
Cano Residence c1920 Private residence Eligible for local register
Caribe Motel c1920 Private residence Eligible for local register
Caves, Albert & Carrie Belle Johnston Residence c1923 Private residence Eligible for local register
Champaigns 1912 Bank Eligible for local register
Craven, Glynn E. House c1930 Private residence Likely eligible for local register
Dade Homestead Townhall 1917 City hall NR eligible
Dandhasresdhi, Saner House c1920 Private residence Unknown
Davis, John and Dollie House 1930 Private residence Likely eligible for local register
Deitz Residence c1935 Private residence Eligible for local register
Delk, Harris V. House c1920 Private residence Unknown
Faust, Thomas House 1926 Private residence Potential NR eligible
First Baptist Church 1944 Religious temple Eligible for local register
Florida Pioneer Museum 1904 Museum Potential NR eligible
Frederick, John & Lois House 1924 Private residence Likely eligible for local register
Fuchs Bakery 1913 Retail establishment Potential NR eligible
Gadway, John F. House c1930 Private residence Likely eligible for local register
Hanson, Don House 1936 Private residence Likely eligible for local register
Hausman, B. N. House c1920 Private residence Likely eligible for local register
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Site Name Year
Built Use Status

Hillard, Dora House c1920 Private residence Likely eligible for local register
Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences c1931 Laboratory—research Eligible for local register
Johnson, Robert B. House 1915 Private residence Likely eligible for local register
Landmark Hotel, The 1913 Theater Eligible for local register
Lee Residence c1925 Private residence Likely eligible for local register
Lichkai, Cheryl House 1930 Private residence Likely eligible for local register
Lindeman/Johnson House c1923 Private residence NR eligible
Luther Chandler House NR eligible
McMinn/Horne House 1920 Private residence NR eligible
Moll, Melvin and Mildred House 1927 Private residence Likely eligible for local register
Moody Residence Locally listed in Homestead
Moody, William T. House 1925 Private residence Likely contributor to NR district
Moore, Hal and Janice O. House 1906 Private residence Likely eligible for local register
Morris, Victor B. House c1930 Private residence Likely eligible for local register
Naranja Store/Post Office Locally listed in Homestead
Neva King Cooper Elementary School 1913 School Potential NR eligible
Old Homestead City Hall 1917 City hall Likely eligible for local register
Overton Residence c1935 Private residence Eligible for local register
Pavic, Iloma House 1926 Private residence Likely eligible for local register
Peters, Russell House 1938 Private residence Likely eligible for local register
Porvenir/Garcia House 1925 Private residence Eligible for local register
Redd Residence c1927 Private residence Eligible for local register
Redland Hotel 1913 Hotel Likely eligible for local register
Risberg, Robert and Andrea House 1926 Private residence Likely eligible for local register
Rock Gate (Coral Castle) 1920 Commercial Potential NR eligible
Rubens, Barbara House c1930 Private residence Likely eligible for local register
Seminole Theatre 1940 Theater Potential NR eligible
Simmon’s Bar c1920 Commercial Likely eligible for local register
Soto, Efrain House c1920 Private residence Likely eligible for local register
St. Paul Baptist Church 1942 Religious temple Potential NR eligible
Super Transmissions c1930 Commercial Likely eligible for local register
U S Sand Blasting 1926 Terminal Potential NR eligible
Victor House c1921 Private residence Eligible for local register
Whitney, Gerald T. House 1923 Private residence Likely eligible for local register
c circa
NR National Register
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