
FINAL 
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT (FONSI) 

CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION OF INSTALLATION IMPROVEMENTS AT 
HOMESTEAD AIR RESERVE BASE, FLORIDA 

Pursuant to provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended (42 U.S. 
Code [USC] 4321, et seq.) and the Air Force Environmental Impact Analysis Process (32 CFR Part 989), 
the United States (U.S.) Air Force Reserve Command (AFRC) prepared the attached Environmental 
Assessment (EA) to assess the potential environmental consequences associated with the Proposed 
Action to construct a dedicated space for required munitions activities for the 482nd Fighter Wing (FW), 
and to improve and expand existing recreational vehicle (RV) storage infrastructure within the installation.   

Purpose and Need 

Homestead ARB is home to the 482nd FW, a fully combat-ready unit. The 482nd FW currently does not 
have an adequate indoor facility for munitions activities, including bomb assembly training, equipment 
storage, and administrative functions. Bomb assembly training is currently accomplished in outdoor spaces 
and “space available” classrooms, which requires training equipment to be staged away from supporting 
facilities and then set up when space becomes available, greatly reducing the efficiency of the training time. 
Constant setup and breakdown in non-dedicated spaces for munitions training not only negatively impacts 
the overall training effectiveness and efficiency for munitions personnel, but also that of other squadrons 
being displaced by munitions training activities. The 482nd FW requires a dedicated, on-site Bomb 
Assembly Facility (BAF) at Homestead ARB that is capable of supporting required munitions activities. 
Therefore, the purpose of this component of the Proposed Action is to provide personnel at Homestead 
ARB with a dedicated, on-site, indoor area for munitions activities, including training, operational, and 
administrative functions. This component of the Proposed Action is needed because there is currently no 
single, dedicated, indoor space to conduct required munitions activities. 

Additionally, Homestead ARB provides storage space for RVs and trailered boats for AFRC personnel. The 
existing RV storage area is insufficient in capacity and the pavement is in poor condition, resulting in RV 
storage occurring on adjacent unpaved areas. These unpaved areas create unfavorable storage conditions. 
Homestead ARB requires improved and expanded paved storage areas to accommodate RVs and trailered 
boats. The purpose of this component of the Proposed Action is to improve and expand the existing RV 
storage area. This component of the Proposed Action is needed because the existing RV storage area is 
insufficient. 

Description of Proposed Action and Alternatives 

The Proposed Action entails the construction and operation of installation improvements at two locations 
within Homestead ARB. These improvements include creating a dedicated space for required munitions 
activities, and improving and expanding existing RV storage infrastructure. Following an evaluation of 
potential alternatives, AFRC determined that construction and operation of the installation improvements 
best meets the purpose of and need for the Proposed Action (herein referred to as the “Preferred 
Alternative”). In addition to the Preferred Alternative, the No Action Alternative is also being considered. 

Preferred Alternative. The Preferred Alternative is to implement two installation improvements at 
Homestead ARB: (1) construct and operate a new BAF within the existing Munitions District, and (2) 
improve and expand the existing paved RV storage area. The two components of the Preferred Alternative 
are not dependent on each other and AFRC may choose to implement one without the other. These projects 
are AFRC directive actions that are analyzed together in this EA for efficiency and due to the similarities in 
their potential environmental impacts. Both projects are fully analyzed as part of the Preferred Alternative 
in this EA. 
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Bomb Assembly Facility (BAF): This component of the Proposed Action would occur within an 
approximately 2-acre parcel within the Munitions District at Homestead ARB. The existing Munitions 
Assembly Conveyor (MAC) Pad, which consists of a degraded concrete canopy on concrete columns, 
would be demolished and replaced with an approximately 8,000-square-foot BAF in its place. Much of the 
proposed site is currently paved, although approximately 0.23 acres of adjacent grassy areas would be 
paved with concrete to accommodate operation of the BAF. In addition, sewer and water lines would be 
extended to the new BAF from Homestead ARB’s existing utility infrastructure along an approximately 0.6-
mile corridor. The existing electrical system would be upgraded and extended along an 870-foot corridor 
from connections to the east of the proposed BAF. These utility lines would be installed up to 4 feet 
belowground via trenching. Approximately 1.5 miles of existing fiber optic cable extending to the site would 
be upgraded within the existing duct bank, although no ground disturbance is anticipated to result from the 
fiber optic cable replacement. Two existing security light poles would be relocated to accommodate bomb 
assembly vehicles. New perimeter lighting would also be attached to the BAF. 

Construction activities would be conducted in accordance with the applicable requirements of the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency’s National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) and 
associated permits to manage the quantity and quality of stormwater discharged from the proposed site 
and minimize the potential for pollution and sedimentation. The project would also comply with applicable 
requirements of Section 438 of the Energy Independence and Security Act (EISA), which requires federal 
projects to incorporate, to the maximum extent technically feasible, low impact development (LID) measures 
to maintain the pre-development hydrology of a site. Construction access and staging areas would occur 
entirely on existing paved areas adjacent to the project site. During operation, bombs and other munitions 
would be assembled at this location during monthly training drills for reservists of the 482nd Fighter Wing. 
Construction is anticipated to start in calendar year (CY) 2025 and take approximately 13 months to 
complete. 

Recreational Vehicle (RV) Storage Improvement and Expansion: This component of the Preferred 
Alternative would occur within an approximately 4.5-acre site in the northwest section of the installation, 
accessible via Bikini Boulevard. The Preferred Alternative would involve re-paving the existing, 2.2-acre RV 
storage area with asphalt, as well as grading and installing new asphalt on an adjacent approximately 2.3-
acre grassy area that is currently being used for spillover storage of RVs and trailered boats. This 
component does not include installation of new lighting or access points to the RV storage area. The new 
asphalt would be installed in a manner that would allow precipitation to drain into adjacent grassy areas 
around the perimeter of the RV storage area. Construction access and staging areas would occur entirely 
on existing paved areas adjacent to the RV storage area. Construction activities would be conducted in 
accordance with the applicable NPDES requirements and associated permits to manage the quantity and 
quality of stormwater discharged from the proposed site and minimize the potential for pollution and 
sedimentation. Once constructed, the RV storage area would be incorporated into Homestead ARB’s public 
works operations, which would include clearing paved areas of debris and maintaining pavement markings. 
There would be no change in the way RVs are stored at Homestead ARB. Construction is anticipated to 
start in CY 2025 and take approximately 4 months to complete. 

No Action Alternative. Under the No Action Alternative, the 482nd FW would not have a dedicated facility 
for bomb assembly training and training would continue to be accomplished in a “space available” manner, 
negatively impacting the duration and quality of training. Personnel qualifications and certifications may 
lapse and negatively impact the unit’s mission availability. Homestead ARB would also continue to utilize 
their existing RV storage area, including the paved and unpaved portions. While the No Action Alternative 
would not meet the Proposed Action’s purpose and need, it is analyzed in the EA to provide a comparative 
baseline with the Preferred Alternative. 
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Summary of Environmental Impacts 

The EA evaluates the existing environmental conditions and potential environmental consequences of 
implementing the Proposed Action with regard to air quality; climate; earth resources; water resources; 
biological resources; cultural resources; utilities; socioeconomics; safety and occupational health; and 
hazardous and toxic materials and waste (HTMW). The AFRC has concluded that the Proposed Action 
would not affect the following resources: airspace, land use and zoning, visual resources, noise, and 
transportation; thus, these resources were eliminated from detailed analysis in the EA. Potential 
environmental impacts are summarized below. 

Air Quality: Construction emissions were estimated using the Air Force’s Air Conformity Applicability Model 
(ACAM) (Version 5.0.23a). Construction of the Preferred Alternative would cause minor short-term, direct, 
adverse impacts on overall air quality. The majority of construction would occur in CY 2025, making it the 
maximum construction emissions year for all pollutants except volatile organic compounds (VOCs). 
Maximum VOC emissions would be slightly higher in CY 2026, due to application of architectural coatings 
applied to the new BAF. Emissions of construction-related criteria pollutants in each maximum emissions 
year would be well below applicable insignificance indicators. Therefore, these impacts would be 
insignificant. Because Miami-Dade County, Florida is considered in attainment of the National Ambient Air 
Quality Standards for all pollutants, the General Conformity rule does not apply. Best management 
practices (BMPs) would be implemented during construction to reduce potential impacts on air quality, 
including applying water or using other stabilization measures on areas of bare soil or soil piles and covering 
dump trucks that transport materials that could become airborne. Additionally, contractors would be 
required to maintain construction equipment in accordance with manufacturers’ specifications to reduce 
exhaust emissions. Overall, construction emissions would result in a short-term, less-than-significant 
impact on air quality in the Southeast Florida Intrastate air quality control region. The Preferred Alternative 
would result in no operational emissions, as there would be no new stationary sources of air emissions 
installed, or any additional personnel commuting. Therefore, there would be no long-term or ongoing 
impacts to air quality. Overall, no significant adverse impacts to air quality are anticipated.   

Climate: The Preferred Alternative would result in a temporary increase in greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions related to construction activities, including fuel combustion in construction vehicles and 
equipment (e.g., backhoes, bulldozers), material delivery and debris hauling vehicles, and construction 
employee commute vehicles. There would be no long-term, operational GHG emissions, such as new 
stationary sources or additional personnel commuting. Construction GHG emissions were estimated for 
each construction year and aggregated for both construction years using ACAM (Version 5.0.23a). 
Construction of the Preferred Alternative would cause minor short-term, direct, GHG emissions increases 
during the construction period. Emissions of construction-related GHGs in each year would be well below 
applicable insignificance indicators. Therefore, the Preferred Alternative's impacts on climate change would 
be less-than-significant. Additionally, neither component of the Preferred Alternative is located in a 
floodplain and both components would be designed to ensure that precipitation at the sites is moved to 
existing stormwater management features, including minor surface grading in the area of the BAF to 
improve overland flow at the site. As such, precipitation and flooding are not anticipated to be a concern for 
the Preferred Alternative. The BAF would be constructed in compliance with the High Velocity Hurricane 
Zone and Miami-Dade County building codes. Overall, no significant adverse impacts to climate are 
anticipated.  

Earth Resources: During construction, ground disturbance and soil removal activities would include minor 
grading for paving at the RV storage area and the BAF, as well as trenching activities within narrow corridors 
up to 4 feet below ground surface for utility line installations. Bedrock may be encountered during these 
construction activities. Bedrock would be excavated using hand tools and conventional excavation 
equipment, if necessary. As such, minor localized impacts to geological conditions would be expected. 
While these impacts would permanently alter the geology in the Proposed Action Area, impacts would affect 
only a small area within Homestead ARB. Furthermore, no geologic hazards or seismic events are expected 
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to interfere with, or pose an operational risk to, construction activities, nor would construction activities 
exacerbate the local risk of a seismic event occurring. Although the Proposed Action Area is generally flat, 
minor grading and trenching would be necessary for construction of paved surfaces and utility line 
installation. Any such grading would not meaningfully impact the topography of the Proposed Action Area. 
Any excavated soils removed for utility line installation would be used to backfill the trenches to ground 
level. Construction under the Preferred Alternative would disturb up to 7.9 acres. Disturbed soils may be 
temporarily susceptible to runoff and erosion. Since the Proposed Action would exceed 1 acre of land 
disturbance, a NPDES General Permit for Stormwater Discharges from Small Municipal Separate Storm 
Sewer Systems (MS4s) would be obtained for the project. Furthermore, the current Homestead ARB 
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) would be implemented, which has identified potential 
sources of pollutants, described pollution prevention activities (i.e., BMPs) to be implemented on the site, 
and established erosion and sediment controls to manage stormwater discharges and minimize 
sedimentation to the extent practicable. Potential impacts on soils may also occur if petroleum products or 
other liquids associated with construction equipment were accidentally spilled or released. As part of the 
BAF design, Homestead ARB would ensure the pre-development hydrology of the sites would be 
maintained to the maximum extent technically feasible pursuant to Section 438 of EISA. This would be 
accomplished through site grading, the use of LID features, such as stormwater management features, and 
site revegetation to prevent erosion. Additionally, construction activities would not disturb any soils 
designated by the Natural Resources Conservation Service as hydric, nor prime or unique farmland. 
Overall, no significant adverse impacts to earth resources are anticipated. 

Water Resources: While there are no surface waters within the Proposed Action Area, portions of the 
Boundary Canal are within 0.5 miles of the Proposed Action Area and could be impacted by stormwater 
runoff from the Proposed Action Area. Homestead ARB would comply with the provisions included in its 
NPDES MS4 permit and SWPPP. Construction crews would adhere to BMPs outlined in the SWPPP, and 
the erosion and sediment controls would be implemented prior to land disturbing activities and maintained 
in good working order for the duration of construction. The Preferred Alternative would permanently create 
up to 2.53 acres (0.23 acres for BAF and 2.3 acres for RV storage improvements) of new impervious 
surfaces, which could increase the amount of runoff in the areas surrounding the Proposed Action Area. 
However, the Project would be designed to minimize stormwater impacts to the extent practicable. 
Homestead ARB would ensure the BAF project is designed such that post-project hydrology mirrors pre-
project hydrology in compliance with Section 438 of the EISA. While Military Canal is impaired due to 
specific conductance, stormwater BMPs outlined in the SWPPP would be implemented to manage 
stormwater runoff. Maximum excavation depth is anticipated to be 4 feet below ground surface to facilitate 
installation of utilities. Though there are three aquifers present beneath Homestead ARB, the shallowest 
aquifer, Biscayne Aquifer, occurs at 80 feet below the surface. The Preferred Alternative has no potential 
to impact aquifers underneath Homestead ARB and would not include any wells or water withdrawals. 
Potential impacts to groundwater may occur from the accidental spill of petroleum products or other liquids 
on the sites during construction activities. With implementation of BMPs, such as carrying out routine 
inspections of equipment, maintaining spill-containment materials on-site, and adhering to site-specific 
HTMW plans, the potential for impacts to groundwater would be minimized. Implementation of the Preferred 
Alternative would be consistent to the maximum extent practicable with Florida’s enforceable policies, with 
compliance with applicable regulations and appropriate agency coordination. No wetlands occur within the 
Proposed Action Area, and indirect impacts to nearby wetlands would be minimized to the extent practicable 
through adherence to standard erosion and sediment controls and the SWPPP. No impacts to floodplains 
would occur as none are located on or in the vicinity of the Proposed Action Area. Overall, no significant 
adverse impacts to water resources are anticipated. 

Biological Resources: Construction of the Preferred Alternative would disturb up to approximately 4.0 
acres of existing vegetation in the Proposed Action Area, 2.53 acres of which would be permanently 
converted to pavement. No trees would be removed under the Preferred Alternative, however, existing 
shrubs, if encountered, would be removed during construction. Following construction, sod would be 
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restored in temporarily disturbed areas, including areas where utility extensions would occur. The potential 
spread of weeds or invasive species during construction would be managed in accordance with BMPs 
outlined in Homestead ARB’s Integrated Pest Management Plan, including restrictions on pesticide 
application when wind speed exceeds 10 miles per hour and only using pesticides in accordance with 
product labels and instructions. The Preferred Alternative would not substantially diminish the populations 
of any regionally or locally important vegetation species. 

During construction, common wildlife species occurring in the Proposed Action Area would be physically 
displaced, and construction noise and increased human activity may also disturb wildlife species located 
within 0.2 mile of construction activities. Mobile wildlife species, such as birds and small mammals, would 
likely relocate to areas of similar habitat near the sites although less-mobile species (e.g., some reptiles 
and amphibians) could be inadvertently destroyed by construction activities. Although disturbance from 
construction impacts would constitute an adverse impact, such impacts would occur at the individual level 
rather than the population or species levels, and would not inhibit the continued presence of common 
wildlife populations and species near the Proposed Action Area. Once construction is complete, common 
wildlife species accustomed to disturbances associated with an active military installation and close 
proximity to an active airfield would likely return to the Proposed Action Area. In addition, the Preferred 
Alternative would not create any elements that would encourage additional bird activity near the Homestead 
ARB airfield, thus avoiding bird/wildlife air strike hazard (BASH) concerns. Although the Preferred 
Alternative would include approximately 2.53 acres of permanent vegetation clearing (mostly turf grass), 
this would not constitute a substantial reduction in habitat availability for common wildlife species. 

AFRC previously completed programmatic Section 7 consultation for Ongoing and Future Military and Non-
Military Operations at Homestead ARB, which included a May 2018 Biological Assessment and the 
corresponding September 2019 Biological Opinion (BO). AFRC queried the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) database to determine whether any newly 
federally listed species (i.e., since completion of the prior programmatic consultation) have the potential to 
occur in the Proposed Action Area. According to IPaC, 33 federally listed threatened and endangered 
species, one proposed federally endangered species, and one candidate species have the potential to 
occur at the Proposed Action Area. The BO established that three federally listed species may be adversely 
affected by operations, including construction as described in the EA, at Homestead ARB: Florida bonneted 
bat (Eumops floridanus; federally threatened); sand flax (Linum arenicola; federally threatened); and 
Small’s milkpea (Galactia smallii; federally endangered). Moreover, 13 additional species identified in IPaC 
were included in the 2019 BO, which determined that covered activities may affect, but are not likely to 
adversely affect these species. These species were not analyzed further due to their inclusion in the 2019 
BO. The remaining 19 species are not identified in the 2019 BO. Of these, 12 species are identified in 
Homestead ARB’s INRMP as either not occurring or being unlikely to occur on Homestead ARB and were 
therefore dismissed from further analysis. The Proposed Action would have no effect on these species. 

Regarding the remaining seven species. AFRC has determined the Preferred Alternative would have no 
effect on the eastern black rail (Laterallus jamaicensis), gulf sturgeon (Acipenser oxyrinchus desotoi), beach 
jacquemontia (Jacquemontia reclinata), Carter’s mustard (Warea carteri), and pineland sandmat 
(Chamaesyce deltoidea pinetorum) due to lack of suitable habitat within the Proposed Action Area. AFRC 
also determined the Preferred Alternative would have no effect on the tricolored bat (Perimyotis subflavus). 
Although it is unknown whether this species occurs on or in the vicinity of Homestead ARB, the conservation 
measure identified below for the Florida bonneted bat (i.e., visual inspection for roosting bats) would 
similarly protect this species. 

Additionally, effects on the Florida bonneted bat, sand flax, and Small’s milkpea would be covered under 
AFRC’s 2019 Biological Opinion (BO). AFRC conducted, and will conduct, conservation measures outlined 
in the 2019 BO to minimize potential impacts to these three species. Prior to demolition of the MAC Pad, a 
qualified biologist would conduct a visual inspection of the existing MAC Pad canopy to identify roosting 
bats. A qualified biologist conducted surveys in June 2024 of the Proposed Action Area and identified 
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occurrences of both Small’s milkpea and sand flax. AFRC would include removal, including relocation, of 
sand flax and Small’s milkpea plants resulting from the Preferred Alternative in its annual report to USFWS 
in accordance with Monitoring and Reporting Requirements set forth in the 2019 BO. Additionally, AFRC 
would plan to replant sand flax at a 5:1 ratio and Small’s milkpea at a 3:1 ratio within 3 years, and would 
notify USFWS when this action is completed. 

AFRC submitted their effect determinations for federally listed species to USFWS in April 2024. No 
response has been received. USFWS confirmed by phone in February 2025 that they had received AFRC’s 
effect determinations and that preparation of a new BO addressing the Proposed Action is in progress. 
AFRC would not implement the Proposed Action until the Section 7 consultation process is complete. 

The June 2024 survey of the Proposed Action Area also identified occurrences of three state-threatened 
plant species at the proposed RV storage area. While Homestead ARB is not subject to the Florida State 
regulations concerning state-listed species, it strives to comply with state and local laws governing natural 
resources to the maximum extent practicable. In accordance with the INRMP, AFRC would endeavor to 
minimize potential impacts to the state-listed species. Potential adverse impacts to state-listed species, 
would be habitat loss, displacement, disturbance, and/or mortality.   

Potential impacts to migratory birds could include disturbance to breeding individuals, particularly if 
construction occurred during the nesting season and nests are located within or adjacent to the construction 
site. Most birds would likely avoid the Proposed Action Area and/or relocate to nearby habitats in the area. 
Homestead ARB would survey the area surrounding the Proposed Action Area prior to construction for 
nesting or breeding birds, as well as owl burrows. Depending on the bird species and location of the 
nesting/breeding activity, a construction buffer around the nest site may be implemented. Monitoring of any 
nesting/breeding activity would also be conducted to determine if a construction delay or other restrictions 
are warranted. No impacts to bald eagles would occur as no nests occur in the vicinity of the Proposed 
Action Area and foraging eagles would be expected to avoid the Proposed Action Area due to construction 
related disturbance and increased human presence. Overall, no significant adverse impacts on biological 
resources would occur. 

Cultural Resources: The Preferred Alternative would have no effect, direct or indirect, on historic 
properties, as the location has been previously surveyed for historic standing structures and contains urban 
land complex soils that are previously disturbed and have low potential for inadvertent archeological 
discoveries. Should any unanticipated archeological discovery or cultural resource be encountered during 
construction, or other activities associated with the Preferred Alterative, Homestead ARB would 
immediately cease work and report the discovery to the Florida State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) 
and federally recognized tribes for consultation on how to proceed. The Proposed Action Area is located 
over 600 feet at the nearest from the National Register of Historic Places-eligible K-9 Cemetery and 
therefore would not impact this resource. AFRC provided its effect determination to SHPO in accordance 
with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act in July 2024. On August 16, 2024, the SHPO 
concurred via letter that the Proposed Action would have no effect on historic properties. Overall, no 
significant adverse impacts on cultural resources would occur.   

Utilities: Construction of the Preferred Alternative would involve the extension of electrical, water 
distribution, and sewer systems to the proposed BAF from existing on-base infrastructure to accommodate 
the utility requirements of the new facility. The existing electrical system would be upgraded and extended 
along an 870-foot corridor from connections to the east of the proposed BAF. Florida Power and Light has 
indicated there is sufficient capacity to support the new facility. Water distribution and sewer lines would be 
extended to the BAF in parallel trenches along a 0.6-mile corridor of existing right-of-way. Water and sewer 
connections are not anticipated to exceed the capacity of Homestead ARB’s current infrastructure. 
Additionally, approximately 1.5 miles of existing fiber optic communication lines would be upgraded within 
the existing duct bank (no new lines are proposed). Overall, construction of the Preferred Alternative may 
result in disruptions to utility systems at Homestead ARB while connections are being made; however, any 
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disruptions are anticipated to be temporary and localized to Homestead ARB. Demolition of the MAC Pad 
would also result in a temporary, marginal increase in solid waste generated. AFRC would dispose of non-
recyclable demolition debris at an offsite permitted landfill facility. Operation of the BAF would increase the 
overall utility usage at Homestead ARB; however, the increase would be marginal compared to existing 
utility usage at the installation. There would be no impact to the level of service provided elsewhere at 
Homestead ARB or in surrounding areas. Overall, no significant adverse impacts to utilities would occur. 

Socioeconomics: Implementation of the Preferred Alternative would not adversely affect socioeconomic 
conditions in nearby communities. Proposed construction activities would likely either be completed by local 
contractors or troop labor. The use of local contractors would temporarily increase employment 
opportunities, personal incomes, and material purchases within the nearby communities. The use of non-
local contractors, if applicable, would also result in direct economic benefits to the local community 
associated with expenditures on lodging, food, and retail. Tax revenues associated with direct and indirect 
construction expenditures would also benefit local economic conditions. 

Once construction is complete, the new BAF would be incorporated into Homestead ARB’s military 
operations, and the RV storage area would be incorporated into Homestead ARB’s public works operations. 
Overall, no significant adverse impacts to socioeconomics would occur. 

Safety and Occupational Health: Demolition and construction activities under the Preferred Alternative 
would involve unavoidable inherent risks to health and safety, primarily associated with the operation of 
heavy construction equipment. Demolition and construction activities associated with the Preferred 
Alternative would be conducted in accordance with applicable federal, state, Air Force, and local worker 
safety and regulatory requirements and guidelines, including those established by the Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration. Adherence to these requirements would substantially minimize the potential for 
worker injuries. Training activities at the BAF would similarly comply with all applicable Air Force safety 
requirements and guidelines, as under existing operations, to ensure the safety of AFRC reservists. To 
comply with applicable munitions safety regulations, the BAF is required to have a 1,250-foot explosives 
safety siting to minimize potential hazards to neighboring operations. The existing approved explosive 
safety siting for the MAC Pad would be maintained for the BAF. In the event of an emergency, Homestead 
ARB’s existing emergency response services would be dispatched, if needed. Additionally, neither 
construction nor operation of the Preferred Alternative would create conditions that would encourage 
additional bird activity near the Homestead ARB airfield, thus avoiding BASH concerns. Homestead ARB 
is a secure military installation and access is not granted to the general public without prior approval. 
Overall, no significant adverse impacts to safety and occupational health would occur. 

Hazardous and Toxic Materials and Waste: Implementation of the Preferred Alternative would not add 
any new hazardous materials that exceed the base’s current hazardous waste management capacity. The 
Preferred Alternative would not increase the maximum daily consumption of JP-8 fuel, and no additional 
hazardous waste storage tanks would be required. Homestead ARB would continue to be classified as a 
small quantity generator and generate hazardous wastes during various operation and maintenance 
activities. Existing procedures for the centralized management of the procurement, handling, storage, and 
issuance of hazardous materials are adequate to accommodate the Preferred Alternative. 

Prior to demolishing the MAC Pad, Homestead ARB would conduct a survey to identify the presence of 
hazardous materials (e.g., lead-based paints, mercury) and incorporate disposal procedures into the project 
phasing. Construction of the BAF and RV storage area, including the operation of equipment and vehicles, 
would create the potential for discharge, spills, and contamination from commonly used products such as 
diesel fuel, gasoline, oil, antifreeze, and lubricants within the Proposed Action Area. Additionally, petroleum, 
oil, and lubricant storage and waste generation may occur during the operation of the new BAF facility. All 
HTMW discovered, generated, or used during the demolition of the MAC Pad or the construction and 
operation of the BAF and RV storage area would be handled, contained, and disposed of in accordance 
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with Homestead ARB’s Hazardous Waste Management Plan, SWPPP, and all applicable local, state, and 
federal regulations, as well as other BMPs to avoid the release of HTMW into the environment. 

The RV storage area would be constructed to minimize impacts to Operable Unit 4 (OU-4), the site of a 
historical motor pool oil leak, and the known per- and polyfluoroalkyl substance (PFAS) site that both occur 
directly adjacent to the Proposed Action Area. The minor grading and paving associated with the RV 
storage area construction would not impact the land use controls associated with OU-4. Soils within the 
proposed RV storage area are not anticipated to be contaminated from the motor pool oil leak or PFAS. 
However, the project would be designed to balance soil cut and fill to the extent practicable to minimize the 
need to remove soil from the site. If during final design it is determined that soil excavation and removal is 
required, AFRC would adhere to its well-established, required procedures, including the Miami-Dade 
County Soil Re-Use Policy, for soil re-use at Homestead ARB and, as a last resort, soil disposal off-site. 
Additionally, construction of the RV storage area is not anticipated to encounter the potentially PFAS-
contaminated groundwater plume due to the shallow grading required. Following construction, groundwater 
monitoring wells may be installed within the RV storage area to facilitate the ongoing PFAS investigations 
on Homestead ARB; the presence of the RV storage area would not interrupt, delay, or impede these 
investigations or potential future cleanup efforts. Overall, the proposed RV storage area would have a 
negligible impact on the nearby OU-4 and PFAS site.   

Construction and operation of the BAF would have no impact on OU-13, which occurs approximately 150 
feet northwest of the existing MAC pad paved driveway. Any HTMW required for operation of the BAF would 
be managed through adherence to existing procedures for the management, handling, storage, and 
issuance of hazardous materials on the base. Overall, no significant adverse impacts to HTMW would 
occur. 

Cumulative Effects 

The AFRC identified and reviewed past, present, and reasonably foreseeable actions that have or are 
planned to occur within the Preferred Alternative’s vicinity and analyzed the potential for the Preferred 
Alternative to have cumulative effects with these other reasonably foreseeable actions. Implementation of 
the Preferred Alternative when taken into consideration with past, present, and reasonably foreseeable 
future projects could lead to cumulative impacts to air quality, climate, earth resources, water resources, 
biological resources, cultural resources, utilities, socioeconomics, and HTMW. These impacts would be 
minimized to the extent practicable through implementation of BMPs and adherence to regulatory 
guidelines under the Preferred Alternative. No significant adverse cumulative impacts would occur. 

Public Review 

AFRC published a Notice of Availability (NOA) of the Draft EA and Draft FONSI in the Miami Herald and 
South Dade News Leader on August 30, 2024. The Draft EA was made available on the Homestead ARB 
Environmental website at https://www.homestead.afrc.af.mil/About-Us/Environmental-Information/. Printed 
copies of the Draft EA and Draft FONSI were also available for public review at Naranja Branch Library, 
14850 SW 280th St, Homestead, FL 33032. These documents were available for public review and 
comment for 30 days following publication of the NOA. The Draft EA public review period concluded on 
September 29, 2024. No comments were received. 

Interagency and Intergovernmental Coordination for Environmental Planning 

AFRC coordinated with federal, state, and local agencies with jurisdiction by law or special expertise over 
the Proposed Action to inform the range of issues to be addressed in the EA. The AFRC also consulted 
with federally recognized tribes that are historically affiliated with the geographic region of Homestead ARB 
regarding the potential for the Proposed Action to affect properties of cultural, historical, or religious 
significance to the tribes. Responses have been considered and incorporated in the EA, as appropriate. 

https://www.homestead.afrc.af.mil/About-Us/Environmental-Information
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Records of agency and tribal correspondence are included in Appendix A, Appendix B, and Appendix C of 
the EA. 

Findings 

Finding of No Significant Impact. After review of the EA prepared in accordance with the requirements 
of NEPA, and which is hereby incorporated by reference, I have determined that the proposed Homestead 
ARB Installation Improvements project will not have a significant impact on the quality of the human or 
natural environment with implementation of the regulatory compliance measures and BMPs identified. 
Accordingly, an Environmental Impact Statement is not required. This decision has been made after taking 
into account all submitted information and considering a full range of practical alternatives that meet project 
requirements and are within the legal authority of the AFRC. The signing of this FONSI completes the 
environmental impact analysis process. 

________________________ 

Date 

________________________________________ 
4/21/25 

BRANDON 0KELLY, COLONEL, USAF 
Commander, 482d Fighter Wing 

Attachment: Environmental Assessment for Construction and Operation of Installation Improvements at 
Homestead Air Reserve Base 

KELLY.BRANDON. 
M.1063668881 

Digitally signed by 
KELLY.BRANDON.M.1063668881 
Date: 2025.04.21 12:00:56 -04'00' 
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