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Photo by Jake Shaw
page 12 Senior Airman Erick Pacheco, 482nd SFS, marches in the City of Homestead’s Veterans

Day parade Nov. 11. Many troops from the 482nd Fighter Wing have returned from
deployments, and have been visible in their communities since returning home. More

pictures on pages 8-9.



Page 2 December 2005

Commander’s Corner

Flight Lines

A Time To Reflect

By Col. Randall G. Falcon,
482nd Fighter Wing Commander

Air Force Reserve photo

Reserviststoday, very much likethe
citizensoldiersof theAmerican
Revolutionary War, faceavery difficult
task of balancing theneedsof family,
civilianwork andmilitary duty. | think
we can all agreethat the work tempo of
Homestead Air Reserve Base makes

that balancingact achallenge.

Likethose early patriots, our
familiesprovideusthemotivation,
inspirationand support weall needto
successfully completeour missions
and serve our country. We cannot do
what wedowithout them.

Today’ smessage remembersall
our families; thepeoplewhoremain
behind asthereservist goforward.
They giveuslove, patienceand
balance. Ataminimum, they sacrifice
oneweekend amonth plus 15 daysa
year whilewedon our Air Force
uniformfor unittrainingassembly.
But weall know itismuch morethat
that. Ourfamiliessacrifice
anniversaries, birthdaysandkids
sporting eventsaswereservists
participateinlong-termoverseas

deployments, hurricanerdlief and
ORI’s.

Itisthiscaring devotionto usand
our missionweneedto recognizeand
celebrate. Theholiday seasonisthe
perfect opportunity toreflect onthe
valueof ourfamiliesandthe
empowerment wereceivefromthem.
Parents, siblings, neighbors, friends
and our extended 482d Fighter Wing
family at HARB; they all impact and
greatly enrichour lives.

Thisholiday season, Paulaand |
ask that you take some extratimeto
counttheblessingsof family. Paula
and | do. We have so muchto be
thankful for. Wehaveour families,
we have our friendsand we havethis
wonderful nationtolivein.

Happy Holidaysto all.

CENTAF releases airpower summary report

SOUTHWEST ASIA (AFPN) —

U.S. Central Command Air Forces
officialsreleased today’ sairpower
summary.

Coalition aircraft flew 46 close-air
supportmissionsNov. 27 for
Operationlragi Freedom. They
supportedcoalitiontroops,
infrastructureprotection,
reconstructionactivities,and
operationstodeter and disrupt
terroristactivities.

Coalition aircraft also supported
Iragi and coalitiongroundforces
operationsto create asecure
environment for upcoming December
parliamentary elections.

Fifteen Air Force and Navy
intelligence, surveillanceand

reconnaissanceaircraftflew missions
insupport of operationsinirag.

An Air Forcefighter aircraft

performedinanon-traditional ISRrole
withitselectro-optical andinfrared
Sensors.

In Afghanistan, coalitionaircraft

flew 15close-air support missionsin
support of Operation Enduring
Freedom. Thesemissionsincluded
supporttocoalitionand Afghantroops,
reconstructionactivities, andthe
conduct of presenceroutepatrols.

In addition, three Air Force ISR

aircraft flew missionsinsupport of
operationsinAfghanistan.
AirForceC-130Herculesand C-17
Globemaster 11s providedintra-
theater heavy airlift support, helping

sustainoperationsthroughout
Afghanistan, IragandtheHorn of
Africa. They flew about 145airlift
sorties, delivered about 205tonsof
cargoandtransported morethan
2,200 passengers. Thisincluded
approximeately 48,000 poundsof
troopre-supply airdroppedin
central Afghanistan.

Coalition C-130 from Canada
andtheRepublicof Koreaflewin
support of either OIF or OEF.

On Nov. 26, Air Force and
Royal Air Forcetankersflew 34
sortiesand off-loaded nearly 2.3
millionpoundsof fud.
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Ailr Force Portal: more than alink

By Senior Airman Sandra Bueno

By now, al military, civilian,and
contractor employeeswith accessto
theAir Forcenetwork (af.mil) should
haveregistered and beusingtheAir
ForcePortal account.

The AF Portal linksofficial and
military resources, for personal and
professional needs, throughonesite.
Itsimplifiesaccesstomultipletasks
and organi zationsandeliminatesthe
needfor havingand remembering
multiplepasswordsand usernames,
said Ed P. Charbonneau, 482™ Fighter
Wing Chief of Information Systems
Hight.

The AF Portal Program beganin
early 2000throughthe Officeof the
Secretary of the Air Force, Dr. James
G. Roche(2001-2005) inaneffortto
exploitemergingtechnologies. As
stated onthe AF Portal Management
Guide, thereasoningwas*“toprovide
thewar fighter withsecure, timely,
accuratedecisional information

anywhereintheworld.” Accessibility
toselectiveinformationisspecificto
mi ssion obj ectivesbased onpredefined
criteriatotheuser.

With web based applications such
asmyPay, my virtual MPF, I T
E-learningand SkillPortare® moving
forwardintotheinternet environment.”
Incareer fieldssuchasSupply,
Acquigtions, Contractingand Avionics,
servicemembersmust enter the Portal
to accessinformation neededfor the
job, saidCharlesE. Madigan, AF
Portal Combat Support Systems
Helpdesk.

The AF Portal site can be used for
personal development, skill
enhancement, and military compliance,
anditalsoprovidesachannel for
consistent on-timeaccessto command
information. Additionally, theability to
accessmilitary e-mail accountsthrough
thesiteallowsmembersto stay
informedof individual andunit
requirementsbeforearrivingtotheir

Unit Training Assemblies, hesaid.

At Homestead Air Reserve Base
therearecurrently 1,310traditional
reservistsassigned, but 311 reservists
haveeither |ost their e-mail accounts
or nolonger maintainthem, cited
Charbonneau. *“ Sometimespertinent
informationisnot retrieved by e-mail
until Sunday at 3p.m.,” headded.
Havingaccessbility toe-mail anytime
will helpmembersretrieve
informationeasily, withoutwasting
time.

Per Air Force Directive 33-
115V1-2,al Loca AreaNetwork
(LAN) accountsnot maintainedwill
bedisabled after 60 days. If not
used, they will bedel eted after 90

days.

AF Portal
https://lwww.my.af.mil
1-877-596-5771 option 7

DSN: 596-5771 option 7

Falcon’s Nest Club membership drive & dues

By Jeff Carney
482nd Services Marketing Manager

Effective January 1, club dueswill
increaseto $10per monthfor all local
membersand $5 per month for those
that livemorethan 50 milesfroma
club. Tooffset theincreasein dues
income, theclubwill giveitsmembers
acoupon for afreelunch, a$6.50
valueevery month. Inadditiontothis
coupon, theclub pledgestoprovidea
“Membership Event” atleast once
each quarter.

“We' veaccomplished somereally
great thingsintheclubwithinthelast
year, but withrising costsacrossthe
board, the dueshaveto beraised as
well tomaintainour high standardsof
quality,” saidMr. Scott Ibarra,
Falcon’ sNest clubmanager. “It’s

awaysour intentionto providethebest,
andthat will remainour goal .”

Reviewing the past dues shows
therehasn’t been anincreasesince
1994. Duringthese 11 years, thecost
index hasincreased an average of 3%
per year.

“Theseincreasesfor food,
beverages, andlabor makeitimpossible
for theclubtomaintainthesame
standardswithout increasingthedues
income,” saidMr. JessHolcomb, 482nd
ServicesChief. “Wegreatly appreciate
theloyalty and support of every club
member and wewish you thevery best
in2006.

Since October, the Falcon’s Nest
clubhasprovided monthly eventsfor
membersonly,inhopesof provingthe
valueof membership. Attheseevents,
thefood and entertainment hasbeen

free. Plus, alucky club member has
wonaspecial prize,a27inch
televisionandthenasurround sound
system. Inadditiontothis, at each
event aticket ispulledto beplaced
intothefinaledrawingfor theGrand
Prizeof a42inchplasmatelevision.

TheFalcon’sNest will host its
final membershipnightonDec. 2,
withfoodbeginningat 6p.m. This
will bethegrandfinaleparty, withthe
membersonly prizebeingadigita
camera. Thiswill alsobethelast
timeaticketisdrawntogointothe
drawingforthegrandprize. Club
membersarefree, $10 for one
significant other, non-membersand
anyoneunder 18 not permitted. The
GrandPrize, 42inchplasmatelevision
will bedrawnfor onFamily Day,
Dec. 4.
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An Operational Security Success Story

By Lt. Col. Bernard Flowers

Inthe Operational Security business, we havea
tendency to focuson the negative. Aslongasl! can
remember | haveheard OPSEC practitionerssay, “Don’'t
dothis, Don’tdothat, Don’ t talk about xxx, blah, blah,
blah”. That kind of negative message might present the
impressionthat OPSEC professional sarestiflingand
uncreative. OPSECerspresent lotsof relevant
information but what doesit all meantotheaverage
“ground- pounder” ?

Sincetheholidaysareuponus, | thought it would be
appropriateto mention somepositiveaspectsof OPSEC.
AsOPSEC practitioners, what arewethankful for?
How about some OPSEC successes for achange?
What’ sthe best example of OPSEC that you canrecall?
Personally, I’ ve seen and read about quiteafew good
operations. But thebest onein recent memory happened
in 2003 when President Bushwasabletotravel to
Baghdad and have Thanksgiving dinner withthetroops.

Let’sanalyzethisoperation. Thetask wasto get the
President safely to Baghdad, allow himto celebratewith
histroopsand safely returnhimto CONUSwithout
anyonefindingout until thePresident wassafely enroute
back totheUS. Theinteragency team that protectshim,
led by the Secret Service, attempted thefirst trip ever by
anAmericanPresidenttolrag, rightinthemiddleof a
war. Thiswould beamissiontensewith concernsabout
thePresident’ ssafety. Hugeamountsof coordination
wereneeded to pull thisoff. Incaseyoudon’t remember

White House photo by Tina Hager

President George W. Bush meets with troops and
serves Thanksgiving Dinner at the Bob Hope Dining
Facility, Baghdad International Airport, Iraq, Thursday,
November 27, 2003.

thedetails, herearethecliff notesof theoperation. Shall
wereview thehighlights?
. Effortswere madeto makethings seem
normd.
. WithintheWhiteHouseonly afew of senior
aideswere" read-in” ontheoperation.
. TheWhiteHousetoldthe pressthat the
President would spend Thanksgivingwithhisfamily at
hisranchinCrawford, Texas.
. Planscalledfor thetripto beabandonedif the
operationword|eaked outinadvance.
. President Bush slipped away fromhishome
unnoticed Wednesday evening before Thanksgivingand
flew toWashingtonto pick upaidesand asmall cadre
of pressmembers, swornto secrecy.
. Theplanelanded and departed under cover of
darkness.
. Thepresident flew in onthe planehe most
oftenusesin CONUS
. Mr. Bush spent only afew hoursontheground,
limitinghisvisittoafortifiedairport hangar wherehe
celebrated ThanksgivingwithU.S. forces.
. Newsof Mr. Bush’ stripwasnot rel eased until
hewassafely intheair onthereturntrip back to the
United States.
. Theoperation was considered agreat success.

Some OPSEC practitioners might say that thiswas
thebest exampleof OPSEC support of Military
Deception seeninrecent years. Y ou canimagine how
the OPSEC five-step processwasapplied during
planning: ID Critical Information, AnalyzetheThreat,
AnalyzeVulnerabilities, AssessRisks, and Apply
Countermeasures.

It doesn’t take much effort to seethe five step
processin action here. | can guarantee the Secret
Serviceplannerswho executed thisoperationtook great
painstoimplement OPSEC principlesinsupport of their
attempt toprevent thereleaseof critical information
relatedtotheoperation.

Thisisatrue OPSEC successstory. Thisoperation
should serveasacase study inthe proper application of
OPSEC
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‘Cop pilots’ fly their own kind of plane

By Tech. Sgt. Paul Dean
407th Air Expeditionary Group PA

11/17/2005 - AL1 BASE, Iraq
(AFPN) — Theglamour of their
“piloting” jobmay not matchthat of
F-15Eagleor F-16 FightingFalcon
“fighterjocks.”

But agroup of enlisted Airmen
hereareusingtheir wingsto doajob
bothkindsof pilotsdo— provide
basesecurity throughair superiority.

Thehalf-dozen Airmen— 407th
Expeditionary Security ForcesSquad-
rontroops— pilot tiny unmanned
aerial reconnaissancevehiclesthat
providelow-cost, low-risk video of
any terrainover whichthey fly.

Totheseforce protection airborne
surveillancesystemteam* cop-pilots,”
flyingtheM Q-1 Predator’ s*Mini
Me” counterpartisnohobby.

Thetiny planestransmit real-time
data— day or night — to aground
based operator (thepilot) foranalysis
andrisk assessment. The second
operator (thecopilot) doesthepre-
launch checksand provideslaunch
assistance.

A portable computer controlsthe
UAV sflight controlsandflight paths
until thepil ot spotstroubleand
switchesto* U-drive,” andtakes
control fromthecompuiter.

“Thisisn’t what peoplethinkitis.
Itisn’'tatoy andit’ snot just aremote
controlledplane,” said Senior Airman
Shawn Fernandez, ateampilot.

Team members are hand-picked
for thejob at their home stationsand
attend speciaizedtrainingtooperate
theUAV sbeforedeploying.

The teams can cover alot of
groundwiththeir UAV's. Plususing
them costslessandislessrisky than
usingmannedground patrols.

“Thisisaredly great system,”
teammember Senior AirmanJoAnn

Bonzi said. “It allowsusto cover alot
of territory that would behard, if not
impossible, tokeepaneyeonproperly
any other way.”

After ateam parkstheir vehicle at
pre-assigned|ocations, they launchthe
UAYV for themission. How longthe
UAV isintheair dependsonthe
assignedflight pathandenvironmental
conditions.

TheUAV isamost silent asit goes
aboutitsbusiness. AndlikeaU-2
reconnai ssanceaircraft flyingmany
thousandsof feet higher, thismini-
UAV’simagery alowsatrained

operator tospot

about their location, get clearanceto
launch and check theflyingweather
forecast beforeamission.

Staff Sgt. Chenoa Abbott isthe
noncommissioned officerinchargeof
the FPASSteam. Shesaidflyingthe
UAVsis“redly adifferentrolefor a
person from security forcesto take
on.”

But shesaid, “It hasreally opened
my eyes and given me achanceto see
what the skies of the Air Forceare
redlylike.”

any kind of poten-
tiallyaggressve
Stuations, setups
or enemy.

“Every [Air-
man] hereplaysa
partinbase
defense — espe-
cially security
forces. This(UAV
operations) isjust
onepart of it. But
it sagreat part to
beinvolvedin,”
saidAirman 1st
ClassEricVaughn,
anotherteam
member.

The UAV
operatorsare
calledpilotsand
copilotsinpart
because of shared
responsibilitiesthey
havewithtradi-
tiona flyers. Just

likeamanned
flight, UAV pilots
andcopilotshave
tonotify theair
control tower

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Paul Dean

ALI BASE, Irag — Senior Airman JoAnn Bonzi releases
aminiature unmanned aerial vehicle. The UAV is tied to
a bungee cord stretched between the mission “pilot”
and “copilot” during a slingshot takeoff. The motor
starts automatically when it reaches a predetermined

speed. Airman Bonzi was a copilot for this mission.
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Free exercise of religion in the Air Force

By Lt. Col. Robert Delgado,
482 Fighter Wing MEO Officer

Oneof theresponsibilitiesof theMilitary Equal
Opportunity officeistocommuni catetheimportanceof
theAir Forcepolicy concerning thefreeexercise of
religionwithall membersof the482 Fighter Wing.

Most of usare awarethat dueto recent allegations
of religiousimproprietiesthe Secretary of the Air Force
and the Chief of Staff of the Air Forceordered anin-
depthinvestigation. Theresultsof theinvestigation
corroboratedtheinitial allegationssufficiently tosucha
degreethat the Secretary of the Air Force and the Chief
of Staff ordered senior leaderstothoroughly review and
developnew guidelines. Thesearethefollowing new
guiddines

Wewill accommodatefreeexerciseof religionand
other personal beliefs, aswell asfreedom of expression,
exceptasmust belimited by military necessity. Wewill
not officially endorseor establishreligioneither one
specificreligion, or theideaof religionover non-religion.
Wemust committoaclimateinwhichindividual sof
diversebeliefsformaneffectiveteamwhichisessential
toachievingexcellence.

Abuseor disrespect of our fellow Air Force people,
including disrespect based onreligiousbeliefsor the
absenceof religiousbeliefs, isunacceptable. Wewill
recognizeand val uethemany heritages, culturesand
beliefsrepresented among us, and build ateam by
stressing our common heritage.

Theseguidelinesaddressthefollowingkey areas:
ReligiousAccommodation. ItisAir ForcePolicy that

Holiday fire safety tips

By Shawn P. Sullivan,
482" CE Fire I nspector

TheHomestead ARB Fire Department would liketo
remindyouthat firesafety iseven moreimportant during
theholiday season becauseof extraresponsibility that
special occasionshring. Celebratetheholidayswhile
practicingthefollowingfiresafety tips:

- Start holiday cooking with aclean stoveand oven

- Keegpkitchen clutter andlooseclothingaway fromthe
heat sources

- Turn pot handlesin, away fromachild’ sreach

- Usepot holdersto prevent burns

- Keepall appliancesingoodworking order

- Never overloadelectrical outlets

reguestsfor accommodation should beapproved except
when precluded by military necessity. Request should
normally beapproved unlessapproval would havean
adverseimpact onmilitary readiness, unit cohesion,
standards, or discipline.

PublicPrayer Outside Of Voluntary Worship

Settings. Publicprayer should not usually beincludedin
official settingssuch asstaff meetings, officemeetings,
classes, or officialy sanctioned activitiessuch assports
eventsor practicesessions. Common senseand mutual
respect should alwaysbeapplied and extraordinary
circumstancesmay driveexceptions.

Individual Sharingof ReligiousFaith. Inofficia
circumstances, particul arly situationswheresuperior
subordinaterelationshipsareinvol ved, individual sneed
to besensitivetothe potential that personal
expressionsmay appear tobeofficial expressions.
TheChaplain Service. Air ForceCommandershavean
obligationtoensurethat thepeopleunder their authority
haveopportunity toobtainspiritual care. Chaplainsassist
Commandersinmeetingthisresponsibility.

Email and Similar Communications. Genera rules

for useof government computersappliestoreligious
mattersasthey do for other matters. Itisimportant to
avoidthereasonableperceptionthat any official e-mail
or computer postingimpliesthat theAir Forcesupports
any onereligionover other religions, or theideaof
religionover thechoiceof noreligiousaffiliation.

Good Order andDiscipline. Nothinginthese
guidelinesrelievesCommandersof therespons bility to
maintaingood order anddisciplineintheir command.

- Unplugapplianceswhennotinuse

- Never leaveyour cooking unattended

- Keep holiday decorationsaway from heat sources

- Kegpmatches, lighters, and candlesout of children’s
reach

- Visiting family membersneed toknow exit plansandtwo
waysout of each room

- Makesureyour fireextinguisher ischarged and everyone
knowshow to useit

- Makesureyouknow your local emergency number

- If you experience agreasefire on your stove, turn your
stoveoff, put acover onit or useafireextinguisher to
extinguishthefire. Never usewater, salt, or flour.

- If you experienceagreasefireinsideyour oven, ssmply
turnyour oven off and leavethedoor closed.
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Coping When a Family Member Has Been Deployed

By Senior Master Sgt Honey Lane,
93rd Fighter Squadron 1% Sgt

When afamily member is
deployed, theimpact uponthosel eft
at homecanbedaunting. Thereis
oftentremendousuncertai nty about
thedangersthat exist—wherethe
loved oneisbeing deployed and about
when heor shewill return. Concerns
may beintensified astelevisionnews
programsemphasi zethreats, suchas
chemical or biological warfare, scud
missieattacks, andenvironmental
destruction. Inadditiontohavingto
adjust totheloved one’ sabsence, the
familiesof thosewho havebeen
deployed may livein constant fear of
harmtotheirlovedone.

When aloved oneisdeployed,
fluctuating emotionssuchaspride,
anger, fear, and bitternesscan add to
thedistressof uncertainty. Various
emotionscontinueduringtheperson’s
deployment, based upon changesthe
family encountersasthey adjustto
thedeparture and absence of their
family member. Deploymentwill be
achallengingtimefor family
memberswho areleft behind.

Inadditionto patriotismand pride,
feelings of fear and anger arealso
common. Themixtureof these
feelingsmay beconfusing,
particularly for children. If afamily
aready hasdifficulty communicating

withoneanother, such problemsmay
worsenduringtimesof stress, and add
straintothefamily. Thosedeployed
may downplay thepotential for danger
inorder to protect thefamily from
excessiveworry, whichcanmake
family membersfeel their feelingsof
fear arebeinginvalidated.

Emotionscan run high during the
deployment, and peoplecanturnfear,
anger, and other emotionsagainst
thosethey carefor the most. When
certainfamily members, particularly
children, doexpresstheir fear or
anger, familiesshould not view these
feelingsastoo sensitiveor asan
annoyance. Instead, realizethat those
feelingsmay beemotionsthat
everyoneshares, but perhapsnot
everyonehasacknowledgedthose
feelingsyet.

Reservists have added concerns
pertainingtothefamiliesandjobsleft
behind. Insomecases, military
deployment cancreatefinancial
hardshipsduetoal ossof income.
Sometimesthehouseholdfinancial
manager istheonewhoisdeployed
andtheremaining head of the
householdislefttomanagethe
finances, perhapswithout much
practice.

Taketimeto listen to each other;
know that deployment will beapainful
andfrighteningtime, particularly for

children. Spendtimelisteningtofamily
memberswithout judgingor criticizing
what they say. Familiesshould
minimizeexposuretoanxiety-arousing
mediarelated to thewar. News
programsoftenemphasizefearful
content andfrighteningimagesto
createa“story.”

Find waysto keep asymbolic
representation of thedepl oyed member
visibletothefamily. K eep photographs
of your loved onein prominent
locations. Emotionssuchasfear,
anger, andfeeling” numb” arenormal
and commonreactionstostress.
Family membersneedtomakesure
theseemotionsaren’ t turned against
oneanotherinfrustration. Copingwith
stressful eventsiseasier wheninthe
company of caringfriends. Ask for
supportfromyour family, friends,
church, or other community group.
When stresshecomesoverwhelming,
don’ tbeafraidtoseek professional
help.

War bringsabout difficult stressors
for familiesof deployed service
members. Mixedfeelingsabout the
deployment arecommon, andemotions
tend to fluctuate over the course of the
deployment. Itismostimportantto
takeadded stepsduringthistimeto
takecareof yourself andyour family.

Recruiters seek

volunteers

Unit membersinterested involunteering to
assistrecruitingwithjobfairs, school visits
and other community eventsplease contact
the482 Recruiting officeat (305) 224-7127.
Namesand contactinformationwill beplaced
on a secured list and volunteers will be
contacted when events become available
withintheir local area.

Trespass notice
The482 Security Forces Squadron Combat
Arms section, located adjacent to U.S.
Customs Service at 29380 Customs Road
Building 203, isoff limitsto trespassersand
those who are not conducting official
business. Trespassingisnotonly illegal but
also dangerous because of gunfire.
Trespasserswill bereportedto482™ Security
Forcesfor prosecution. For validentry please
contact Master Sgt. Horne, NCOIC, Combat
Armsat 305 224-6709 or Senior Master Sgt.
Vargas, Chief, Security ForcesTrainingand
Resourcesat 305224-7539.

Leadership seminar
The482nd FW will beconductingal eadership
seminar on  February 3, at
12:30 p.m., in building 360, room 131. This
training isfor NCO' sthat have or will have
leadership positions in the future. All
interested Master Sgts, Tech Sgts and Staff
Sgts, including current or prospective
supervisors from any squadron may
participate. Contact your First Sgt withyour
intent to participate and with your
Commanders approval, you will be on your
way to improving your leadership abilities.
The class will fill up quickly with
accommodationsfor only 24 members.
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Members of the 482nd Fighter Wing return from deployments...

Photo by Lisa Macias
Members of the 482nd Security Forces Squadron return
from Lackland Air Force Base on Nov. 15. The Airmen
were deployed on a humanitarian aid operation to assist
victims of Hurricane Katrina.

A special thanks to everyone who provided

the Flight Lines staff with photographs this

month. It was particulary difficult to decide
which photos to usein this issue.

Photo by Leo Castellano

Senior Airman Carmen Martinez gets a hug from her
father, Tech. Sgt. Roberto Rodriguezas shereturns from
a deployment to Balad Air Base, Iraq.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Bucky Parrish

Left: some mem-
bers of the 482nd
FW are still de-
ployedtolragsup-
porting the Air
Expeditionary
Force.



Flight Lines Homestead Happenings Page 9 December 2005

and quickly get involved in community activities

Photo by Jake Shaw

Above: Troops from Homestead ARB were
honored at the NASCAR Nextel Cup cham-
pionship race on Nov. 20. Thetroops were
recognized one by one in the winners
circle just minutes before the race began.

Right: Security Forces Squadron repre-
sented Homestead ARB in the Veterans
Day parade in Homestead on Nov. 11.

Below: Lt. Col.Rob Polumbo, 93rd Fighter
Squadron commander, presents a flag to
his son at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish
School. Polumbo carried the flags with
him as he flew combat missions in Iraq.

Air Force Reserve photo Photo by Jake Shaw
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Coast Guard provides relief, recovery
and security to Katrina victims in New Orleans

MIAMI, FL —Thirteenmembersfrom
theCoast Guard’ sMaritime Safety
and Security TeamMiami, located at
Homestead Air Reserve Base, spent
nearly two weeksin New Orleans
assistingwithrecovery andrelief
effortsintheaftermath of hurricane
Katrina

Devastated from the hurricane and
subsequent leveefailure, New Orleans
quickly fell intolawlessness. When
search and rescue operationswere
threatened dueto security concerns,
theMaritimeLaw Enforcementand
ForceProtection(MLE/FP)
detachmentfromM SST Miami

deployedto support security effortsin
andaroundthecity.

Assuch, membersof thisMiami-
based team played avital roleinthe
rescueand recovery of over 22,000
evacuees, working countlesshours
assisting Coast Guardand FEMA
urban search and rescueteamsgoing
door todoor intheflooded
neighborhoods.

During these operations, members
of the M L E/FP detachment spent
countlesshoursprovidingsecurity on
Coast Guardand FEMA flat bottom
boats, patrollingtheflooded
neighborhoods, andassistinginthe

evacuationof hundredsof hurricane
victims.

In addition to search and rescue
efforts, membersfromtheteam
provided muchneeded convoy
security, escortingvital resourcesin
and out of thecity. Theseefforts
ensured that equipment and supplies
critical torecovery operationssafely
arrivedat their destination.

A few of the team members have
family tiesto the affected area. It
wasespecially rewardingfor these
individual stowork towardstherescue
and recovery of the Gulf Coast
region.

boardings.

U.S. Coast Guard photo

U.S. Coast Guard photo

Above: MSST Miami team members assist in Hur-
ricane Katrina relief operations.

Left: MSST Miami’s Maritime Law Enforcement and
Force Protection Detachment train with MSST Bos-
ton and Cape Cod Air Station during Vertical Inser-
tion training at Cape Cod, Mass.
capability increases the team’s capacity to swiftly
react to maritime security threats and provide an
alternate delivery method during non-compliant

This versatile
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Guard aviation mission helps Key West
recover from Hurricane Wilma

Story and photos by
Staff Sgt. Thomas Kielbasa
Florida National Guard Public Affairs

KEY WEST, Fla. (Oct. 27) —Flying
high abovethe azurewaters of the
FloridaK eys, National Guardaviators
hel ped expediteHurricaneWilma
recovery by delivering palletsof water
tohurricanevictimsinKey West.

Four Army National Guard
helicopters—includingthreeUH-60
Black Hawksand one CH-47
Chinook —airlifted palletsof bottled
water from Homestead Air Reserve
Basetothefootball field at Key West
High School duringhurricane
recovery operations.

Thehigh school had suffered only
minor stormdamage, andwasserving
as both an evacuee shelter and a
distributionpointwhereFloridaArmy
National Guard Soldierspassed out

thewater tolinesof waiting Key West
residents.

After the Black Hawks—flown by
membersof theFloridaNational
Guard’ s1*Battalion, 171%Aviation
Regiment —touched down at the
football fieldanddeliveredtheir pallets
of water, Guardsmenusedforkliftsto
movethesuppliestotheadjacent
distributionpoint.

Staff Sgt. Deborah Miale of the
260" Military IntelligenceBattalion
explainedthat the peoplehad been
arrivingall day incars, onbicyclesand
evenonfoot.

As she passed boxes of food,
water and cleaning suppliesto
hurricanevictims,amanwearing
multicoloredclothesandsportinga
black top hat with feathersintheband
rode up to her on abattered bicycle.
Mialewasabout to meet the self-

Photo by Staff Sgt. Thomas Kielbasa.

Staff Sgt. Deborah Miale of the Florida Army National Guard’s 260th Military
Intelligence Battalion (left) talks with Donald Cobert - the self-proclaimed
“Wizard of Key West” - at a food and water distribution site in Key West,
during hurricane relief operations Oct. 27.

proclaimed, semi-famous, “ Wizard of
Key West.”

Thecolorful bicyclist—Donald
Cobert of Key West —chatted briefly
withtheGuardsmenwhilereceiving
four boxesof food.

“Thiswas probably theworst
storm|’veseenhere,” Cobert, whose
vibrant outfit matched hisunique
moniker.“| liveonthesecondfloor,
andmy buildingwasshaking.”

Asthe“Wizard” pedaled away,
Miae commentedthat visitsby
fantastically dressedresidentslike
Cobert weren’t unusual at theKey
Westdistributionpoint.

Sitting inawheel chair outsidethe
highschool gymnasiumandwatching
someof therecovery efforts, 66-year-
oldMarly Knowlesdescribed how the
floodingfromthehurricanetook her
by surprise: “Itwassoawful. | fell
asleep, and when | got up off the bed
| put my foot downand | couldn’t
believethat halfway uptomy knee
was water.

“Atfirst it was such ashock |
didn’tevenknow what itwas,”
Knowles,awidowwho’slivedinKey
Westsince1959, explained. “ Then|
realized* Oh, my houseisflooded!’”

Knowleslost part of her roof from
hurricane-forcewindsandsaid she
hadwitnessed similar damage
throughout thecity.

She said she expected the cleanup
fromHurricaneWilmacouldtake
months, but duetothe*easygoing
nature’ of Key West residentsmany
peoplewouldtakethedamage*in
stride.”
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Inspiration for all ages

Honoring the legacy of Tuskegee Airmen

By Senior Airman Ben Ziskal,
482nd Maintenance Group

Who were the Tuskegee Airmen of
WorldWar 117?

They were America sfirst black
military Airmenwhowereforcedto
traininisolationat atimewhenmany
peoplebelievedblack menwere
inferiorintheareasof intelligence,
skill, courageand patriotism. They
overcamethehumiliationof racism
and bigotry both overseasand at home
inAmericawhilepostingaflawless
flyingrecordthat will liveonforever
asaninspirationtothosededicatedto
defending freedom. They werenot
only pivotal inthesuccessof our
military duringthewar, but alsoplayed
asignificantroleinthefightforracia
integrationintheUnited States.

Several members of the 482™
Fighter Wingrecently attendedthe
34" Annual National Conventionof the
TuskegeeAirmenheldinOrlando

August 15-20. Thiswasan event that
had somethingtoteach all of thosein
attendanceabout pride, honor, dignity
andworth. It wastruly aneye
opening experience. | waspersonally
amazed by how interested these
heroeswereinwhat weweredoingin
today’ sAir Force.

Upon meeting these men and
askingthemquestionsabout their
experiencesthey wouldimmediately
respondwith questionsabout whoyou
were and what you did. Wewere
thereto honor them, but they
maintainedthesamehumbl eattitude
that they had back intheir flying days,
puttingtheir servicebeforethemselves
and setting theexamplethat all of us
shouldtry tomirror.

The convention featured an exhibit
hall wheremany of theoriginal
TuskegeeAirmen had boothsset up
featuringmemorabiliaincluding
posters, clothingandbookstellingtheir

stories. Another major part of the
conventionwasaseriesof discussion
panelscoveringawidevariety of
topicsdealt with by military members
today. Alsofeatured were an awards
receptionwithdinner, amilitary
luncheon, and several guest speakers.

Theconvention provided great
opportunitiesto meet military members
fromall branchesof serviceandfrom
all acrossthecountry, all of whom
werethereto honor the Tuskegee
Airmenfor their superbservicewhile
simultaneoudly aimingtopromotethis
same selfless servicefor theyearsto
come. | would highly encourageall
membersof Homestead ARB to
attend such conventionsif able.
Regardlessof career field or rank,
communicatingandinteractingwith
thosewho have served our country in
thepast will helplead usall downthe
path of successinthefuture.

Tuskegee Airmen Facts

992
Graduatesreceivedtheir
commission and pilot wings
at Tuskegee Army Air Field
in Tuskegee, Ala.

Railcars, trucks and other
motor vehicles destroyed
by Tuskegee Airmen

450

Graduates who served
overseas

Tuskegee Airmen killed in

Bombers lost while being

66
action

950

0

Photo by Master Sgt. John E. Lasky

1,578
Missions flown by Tuskegee
Airmen in World War Il

escorted by Tuskegee
Airmen

32 150
Tuskegee Airmen that
received the Distinguished
Flying Cross

Tuskegee Airmen were shot
down and captured

Tuskegeeairmen.org

BALAD AIRBASE, Irag (AFPN) — Capt. Mark Ferstl (left)
explains an unmanned aerial vehicle’s ground control
station to Tuskegee Airmen retired Lt. Col. Lee Archer
(sitting) retired Lt. Col Robert Ashby (back right) and
retired Col. Dick Toliver (leaning on the chair). The
Tuskegee Airmen are here to meet deployed 332nd
Expeditionary Operations Group Airmen and observe
operations. The Army created the Tuskegee Airmen unit
in1941.



